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orders; but he had no judgment or knowledge of politics, so that a dexterous application of words like £ glory,' c country/ ' victory3 was sure to make him a willing tool. He was just-the man that Siey&s wanted for commandant in Paris; and so sure was he that when the time came Lefebvre would not resist the influence of Bonaparte and his own cajoleries, that he did not even take the trouble to let him know what was expected of him. The 18th of Brumaire showed that he judged right. Lefebvre put his troops at the disposal of Bonaparte when he overthrew the Directory and established the Consulate; and earned thereby, in later days, the high favour of the Emperor, the title of Marshal Duke of Dantzig, and heaps of wealth. I have sketched these events to explain what took my father to Italy: a move which had important results both to him and to me.]
After handing over his command to General Lefebvre my father returned to the house in the Faubourg Saint-Honore, and attended only to the preparations for his departure to Italy.
Very trifling causes often influence human destiny.    My father and mother were very intimate with M. Barairon, Registrar-General.    One day they were going to breakfast with him, and took me with them.    The conversation turned on my father's departure, and on the good conduct of my two younger brothers;  finally, M. Barairon inquired, c What is Marcellin to be ?'    c A sailor,' answered my father; c Captain Sibille has undertaken, him, and is going to carry him off to Toulon.'    Whereupon good Mme. Barairon (I have always been most grateful to her for it) remarked to my father that the French navy was utterly disorganised, that the finances were in too bad a state to allow of its being quickly reformed, and that, moreover, its inferiority to the English fleet would keep it for some time shut up in the ports.    She wondered that he, a general officer of the land forces, should put his son in the navy instead of in a regiment where his father's name and services would be sure to make him welcome.   She ended by saying, ' It would be better for you to take him toises; he was a brave soldier, and, as a general, good at executing distinctavourite field sports.
